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ABSTRACT 



Since the emergence of the concept of communicative 
competence, the language teaching field has focused on teaching appropriate 
language use in addition to general linguistic elements. Speech act studies 
have contributed to providing appropriate models for second and foreign 
language learners. In this paper, the effort toward the creation and use of 
appropriate models for learners in relation to the theoretical framework of 
planning in the field of Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(TESOL) is examined. The resulting construct, "appropriacy planning, " is 
viewed as a process of corpus intervention for ESL learners consisting of 
four stages: selection of speech norms; codification; implementation; and 
evaluation or feedback. The contribution of speech act research to each of 
these stages, and perceived problems in research methodology and results, are 
discussed. Several problems in the research and, by extension, in appropriacy 
planning are identified: poor definition of targeted speech communities; 
insufficient communication between researchers and ESL teachers, resulting in 
teachers' continued reliance on native-speaker intuition in determining 
language appropriateness; and results that may be inappropriate for some 
contexts and audiences of ESL instruction. Areas for future research are 
noted. Contains 61 references. (MSE) 
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Since the emergence of the concept of communicative competence 
(Hymes 1972a; 1972b), the language teaching field has focused on teach- 
ing appropriate language use in addition to general linguistic elements. 
Speech act studies have contributed to providing appropriate models for 
second and foreign language learners. In this paper, the effort toward the 
creation and use of appropriate models for learners in relation to the theo- 
retical framework of planning in the field of Teaching English to Speakers 
of Other Languages (TESOL) is examined. Based on the findings of the 
examination and recent criticisms of the attitudes towards teaching ap- 
propriateness, directions for future research on communicative compe- 
tence are proposed. 






Although the intent of a series of speech act studies has never been 
referred to in language policy and planning literature as an aspect of lan- 
guage planning before, the underlying goal of the process, to plan socially 
appropriate speech models for ESL learners, shares some characteristics 
with the process of language planning. Thus, in this paper this process 
will be referred to as "appropriacy planning." Appropriacy planning shares 
the following three characteristics with the common definitions of general 
language planning theories: First, one motivation for conducting speech 
act studies was to provide models to teach socially appropriate speech be- 
havior to ESL learners (e.g., Billmyer 1989). This resembles one aspect of 
language planning defined as discovering solution to language problems 
(e.g. Fishman 1971 cited in Karam 1974: 105; Bamgbose 1989: 26; Jemudd 
& Das Gupta 1971 cited in Fishman 1973: 24). Second, the information 
from speech acts studies has been used with the intention of changing ESL 
learners' language behavior (Cohen 1996) through a process involving de- 
liberate intervention in language change (Cooper 1989: 45; Tollefson 
1991: 16). Finally, as Saville-Troike (1996: 353) stated, the goal of the stud- 
ies has been to discover and formulate prescriptive rules of appropriate 
language use. This is also one of the common characteristics of language 
planning which deals with the nature of normative or prescriptive linguis- 
tics (Haugen 1966: 51-52; Haugen 1969: 287 cited in Karam 1974: 105; 
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